CHAPTER 39: 
700 is IN THERE?! 




















Кодо and Darko. With me too, 
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Don't forget. Even though were far apart, I'm here for you... a Bet d yon am need me, ard | 4 something | can kelp wih. 


T GAAN won't forge, Mat (kasta lootke ima ity ана Па. 
U ever forge. == OAMI 


2215102 doun, and | won't Be you. 
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WE'RE 
VERY SEN- 
SITIVE TO 
THAT KIND 
OF THING 
RIGHT NOW. 
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BOYS TELL 
ME THEYVE 
SPOTTED 


SKINHEADS 
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THIS PLACE 
IS CRAWLING 
WITH GUYS 
LOOKING TO 
MAKE A 
NAME FOR 
THEMSELVES 
BY TAKING 
our 
SUZURANS 
HEAD. 


YOU SHOULD 
WATCH IT. EVEN 
WITH THE 
KUROTAKI ALLI- 
ANCE AROUND, 
SUZURANS STILL 
TOP DOG 
AROUND HERE. 





TELL "MR. 
PEACEFUL 
ALL YEAR" 
THAT 


Goo ae 
NADIA 
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HOUSEN 
GAKUEN! 
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THAT'S A 


SCHOOL FULL Ive 
OF TROUBLE- HEARD OF 
MAKERS TOO, THEM 
RICHT? BUT 

THEY'RE FAR 


FROM 
SUZURAN... 





IS THERE 
А REASON 
THESE 
SKINHEADS 
SHOULDN’T 
BE HERE? 





Ро YOU 
MEAN...? 
DID SOME- 








а е 





au 








































































































































































































186 


It's been maybe а week 
ince that trio left town... 
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That trio wasn’ T enough to shake 


























The duo, 
who have 


duce them 
to a couple || 




















Because no 
matter how 
you look at it, 
it means that 
the Kurotaki 
Alliance lost... 


In the 
end, I 
guess it 
was q 
positive, 
meaningful 
loss... 


Meanwhile, 
the trio 
from the 

South 
marked a 

major 
occurrence 

for the 

Kurotaki 


Yet because 
of this, those 
officers who 
were all over 
the place 
have пош 
gathered 
together, 
stronger 
than ever... 
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Тотоггощ, 
finally, 
Bulldog- 
san is 
returning! 


















































HARUMICHI- 
KUUUUUN! 


HARUMICHI- 
KUUUUUN! 
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Meanuthile, 
something 
that every- 
one at 
Kurotaki and 
even every- 
one here at 
the Haru- 
michi Family 
have been 
waiting For... 


THINGS'LL 
SURE GET 
CRAZY AT 
THE KURO- 
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HE'S JUST 
LEFT THE 


















































HEY, YOU! 
SPIT THAT 


NOW, YOU 
JACKASS! / 
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So 
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HEY! 
YOU ALL 
HANGING 
IN TIERE 





































































































"Let's GO aras a drink sometime.” With that 
promise, | left the room. К was at this point that | 
was Grateful to Ichikawa. 

It was Shigeru that was waitina for the Barely 
conscious me, with a scary face. "You traitor! 
Doing all the «ood stuff By yourself!" "Take it 
Back!" "Give us Back Our paychecks!" The mentor- 
student relationship had gone out the window, and 
all that was left was the interrogation that went 
on into the miaht This was the first time | met 
Masaki-san... 

And авои a month later, June Sth. There was a 
Beats live that miaht at the Shinjuku Loft. Of 
course the Takahashi Gang was there. Although 
there are a lot o£ live houses, we like the Shinjuku 
Loft the most. You have a clear view, and it has a 
Great atmosphere (Backstage especially). ОР course 
The Beats were Great that night. Everything that 
had Been Building up in my chest was aone and | felt 
as if saying, “Alright! ГЇ do my Best too" 

We went to the after-party afterwards. Always 
the same faces. The Beats Family, there's nothing 
like having a drink with people that you see eye-to- 
eye with. But, isn’t that Masaki-san of Yokomichi?! 
(Ichikawa had invited Masaki-san to watch the show). 
Oki introduced us saying, "These auys are real «ood 
Guys." | was so happy. 

So | presented Masaki-san and the Beats with 
Crows Volume 9, which had just Been released that 
day. 
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— 
"Sensei's manga are hardcore, huh? | like this stuff 
too." That's what Masaki-san said. 

"What do you mean s-sensei?! You don't have to 
call me that!" | told him that, But Masaki-san contin- 
ued to call me sensei, which made me so емваг- 
rassed... 
| kept talking to Masaki-san about this and that and 
that's when | noticed someone pokina me in the 
Back and shoulder... | turned around and of course it 
was Shigeru and Manaßu. "Hey, aniki! Why don't you 
introduce us too, huh?" | didn’t have a choice, so | 
introduced them... So that miaht, the Beats, and of 
course Masaki-san, and all of us drank until 9 in the 
morning. 

OF course | was drunk just By lookina at their 
faces. That was Because Øki and Seizi were in front 
Of me, Ichikawa on my right and Misaki-san was on 
my left (Shoji had something to tend to, so he left 
early). We heard a lot of areat stories, like aout 
the Street Beats and Yokomichi Bouzu, and how 
Ichikawa and Masaki-san Became Blood Brothers. That 
was the second time | saw Masaki-san. 

ЇЇ never Be аме. to forget it. 


Im still waiting for the day that Ill Be able to drink 


with people like that. And the day that | can meet 
Yoshito-san, Imai-san, Katsunoshin-san of Yokomichi. 


September, 1993 
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IF 1 WERE TO SPEAK MY MI 
PART33 
6, 





Alriaht everyone, | quess | should return to what 
ме Been putting off, the "Becomina a Manaaka" 
story... Where was 1? 

Oh, it was when | was an assistant at Tanimura 
Productions. Horie and Koßayashi-san had won 
prizes and moved on from Tanimura Productions, 
and it was my tum... 

That was when. Yeah. К was my turn, But that 
was the рговем. Chief assistant Kogayashi-san had 
left, so that left myself, Kondou, and Shigeru, and 
then Kondou left as well. Ж was just Shigeru and |. | 
was promoted By default to Chief Assistant, and 
that was like Nothing | had ever experienced Before. 
H was months Before we Got two new assistants 
and it was incredi&ly Busy until we did. Shigeru and | 
poured our sweat into that time and Before we 
knew it our friendship was strona like it had never 
Been... 

| had responsibility as Chief Assistant, and | had to 
teach the rookie assistants, and | had to think 
aBout my Own work as well. That was when my 
rivals Horie and KoBayashi-san made their deguts... 
It made me nervous. 

N-no, | need to make му move soon... Nervous, 
nervous... And that didn't help the work at all. | was 
in a rut... 
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My Back hurt, and | went to the eye doctor's and 
they told me | needed to quit now ог that му eye- 
sight would Give out, it was the worst of times... 

| felt weak, But at the same time for some reason, 
| couldn't aive up ON My dream of Becoming a 
Mangaka. 

"Im Going to Become а Manaaka. ме just had 
some Bad luck." | had no proof to think like that, But 
| did. 

Some time passed, riaht around when the new 
assistants were getting used to the work, | finally 
finished my own work! Alright, let's sugmit it to 
Young Maaazine! 

The result? The 98th Monthly New Mangaka 
Awards! Му name was in the magazine. Praise the 
lord! Yahoo! 

Next was the Сыва Tetsuya Award! The Chiba 
Award that Horie had won second prize (250000 
yen)! 

Alriaht if Horie was 250 OOO then Ill get 
SOO OOO. No, мауе Ill aet the arand prize and 
«et lOOO ООО? Wait for me, Chia Award! Ha ha 
ha ha... If | were to win |ОООООО yen... I'd pay 
Off my tae at Marui, send a&out IOO OOO home, 
maye Give Shigeru agout 50,000? And... ete, etc. 
| was planning on where | was Going to use the 
million. 

| don't know where the confidence came from... 
H leaves me in awe when | think Back. 


And a couple months later, | had finally finished my 
new Book! 
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"wow, you finally finished! You did areat, aniki!" 


"Of course. Just trust me, Shigeru! lll Be at the 
Young Maaazine offices in a couple ОР months and 
they'll Be Beacina for monthly publication! Ha ha ha... 
М Be Back!" 


| suamitted my Book that starred a character like 
Bulldog and was a Yankee manca (The Strongest 
Power)! 


Results were two months later! | was confident at 
first But as time passed | Became more and more 
nervous... 
What if they don't choose it...? 

| don’t want to lead an ordinary life. Wake up to 
the alarm clock, put on a neck tie, crammed into а 
suBway, BOW to your superior, alive or dead. | don't 
want that! 


Please, this is all | have. Give me an award! All | could 
do was pray. 


And one day, | finally aot a call from Youna Maaa- 
zine, 


"Hello, Takahashi-san?" 


“Ah, yes. This is Takahashi!” 


And the result...? 
(im embarrassed to say it myself). 
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My trustworthy friends who 
helped in the creation of Crows 
Volume 11. 


My loving brother, who all of you 
already know. 


Ishimura Shigreu. 


My first underling, who gets 
drunk on one glass of beer. 


Kishi Manabu 


And my second underling 
Bluster, who'll come running 
whenever there's an emergency. 


Kinoshita Keitaro. 


Us four who mobilize just when 
it starts to get dark. We're all 
very pale right now. Ha ha ha 
ha. 


October 1993 
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